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1  he  Column  of  Beauty 

Lecture  Delivered  in 

Victoria-Columbia  Lodge  No.  1  G.R.B.C. 

6th  September.  1917 


X  the  CIiarRo  to  tlic  Brethren,  usually 
delivered  after  the  ceremony  of  the 
Installation  of  Ofhcers.  the  lesions  of 
I'reeniasonry  are  described  as  heinj^ 
''chiefly  veiled  in  Allegory  and  illus- 
trated by  Synil>nls."  Mere  the  word 
"chiefly"  is  not  used  witliout  intention. 
It  seems  to  indicate  that  .Allegory  and  Symbolism 
are  the  principal  vehicles  for  the  conveyance  to 
tlie  Initiated  of  the  most  important  .Masonic 
truths— truths  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Freemason   to  try  to  discover  and  understand. 

It  niust  be  granted  that  many  symbols  are 
explained  in  the  course  of  our  ceremonies;  hut 
tlie  explanations  of  some  of  them  are  necessarily 
incomplete,  and  others  receive  merely  passing 
mention.  .\  great  deal  is  left  to  the  assiduous 
>tudy  of  each  individual  Freemason,  who  is 
roponsihlc,  in  proportion  to  his  ability,  for  the 
elucidation  of  whatever  seem-  to  him  dark  and 
doubtful.  He  ought,  therefore,  to  study  carefully 
e\ery  act  in  our  ceremonies,  and  every  symbol 
in  our  Lodge  Room,  for  the  purpose  n()t  only  of 
"improving  himself  in  Masonry"  (which  is  one 
of  the  objects  of  our  pre>ence  here),  but  also  of 
adding,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  to  our  general  store 

Ot     knuwlerkrp         \t    \s    r>r(^Kqt^1o    t)ia>    Uf    -m ,.      *l-,,- 

IV  ...   J .1..,.    .i.dt    lit   ma}.    iiiUs, 

be   able  to   take  a   step   nearer  to   the  Truth,  and 
guide    his    brethren    forward,    it    may    be    only    a 
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--liiiit  .Ii^tamr.  <pii  tlic  riKlit  |)atli  I'-iit  even. 
>liMul(l  lu-  liim>-rli'  irr.  it  i-  in-iri-  than  lUMhaMi- 
lliat  ln>  iiuTf  atti'iiii)!  winild,  hy  iiidicatiiiu  s'lmc 
ii<\\  liiu'  •■!  tlioUK'lit,  1m-  a  -uj,r^rr-ti(iii  to  lii~  iiKirc 
;iIp1c  Krctiircn,  ulm.  avoidiiiu  liis  iir(ir-.  iiiij,'ht 
riMi  li    tlu-  t;()al    ulticli   111'   liail   iiiisMMl. 

'I  lu-  Milijrct  "l'  my  talk  tu  ymi.  toiiiMlit.  i>  ciu- 
'M  tin-  -yiiilic>l~  uliicli  arc-  r(.ii-i)ii-iMUs  jn  (,nr 
l,t.ilL;c  Uiioin.  and  wliicli.  uitluuit  aiidil)ii'  spci-iii. 
l)Ut.  nc\  iTtlu-k-ss,  uitli  >iU-nt  c'liKiiifiuc,  i)riiclaiin 
K->Min-  (pI  tlu-  liii,du-vt  iiiipurtaiu-t-  to  tlu-  Craft. 
I    ri-l(-r   to  tlu-   Ciiluinii  of    I'c-aiity. 

A-  i>  only  natural  in  a  Mnicty  uIkisc-  i)ri)t\-s- 
-inn  is  Ma^diiry,  rno^t  of  its  symbols  art-  taken 
from  tlu-  Sci(.-iu-e  and  Art  of  Arcliiti-ctnre. 
I'romiiu-nt  anioiij;  tlicsc  ari-  tlu-  tlm-e  columns 
of  \\'i-.(lom,  Strcn)j:th  ami  lu-auty.  plact-d  rc-pi-i-- 
tivt-ly  in  the  F.ast,  West  and  South,  rcminditur 
us  that  there  are  three  re(|uisites  for  the  erection 
of  any  unat  or  important  edilice:  I,  It  nni-t  he 
wisely  i)lanned:  :.'.  it  mu>t  he  stronj^dy  built; 
:i.   it    must    he   i)Kasin|.,'   to    the   eve. 

John  i\u>kin,  in  the  "Stoiu->  of  \'enice."  ask>. 
'What  are  the  possible  X'irtue-  of  .\rehitecture?"" 
and  answers  his  own  ([Uestion  in  the  following; 
wdrds: 

"In  the  main  we  re(|uire  from  buildinijs.  as 
Irom  iiu-n,  two  kiiuls  of  fio.Mlncss:  lirst.  the  doiiiR 
their  practical  duty  uell;  then,  that  they  be 
graceful  .md  i)leasiny:  in  doinj?  it.  which  la-t  is 
another    form    of   duty." 

In    another    place    he     ~ay-:     "W 

any  buildiiii;- — 

(1)  That  it  act  well,  aiul  do  the  thin).i>  it  was 
intemle<l    to   do,    in    the   best    way; 

(2)  liiai  it  speak  well,  aiul  s;iy  the  thinj?s  it 
was  intended  to  say.  in  the  best  words; 


e    require    ot 
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'•'  I  Iiat  It  1m. >k  will,  and  j  lc.i>r  ii>  \>y  it-> 
I)riMiuf.   u  iKittv  ir  It   ll.|^  t'.  (Ill  (ir  -av." 

It  i>  that  lattiT  pdiiit  ulurh,  api'lu''!  to  tlu- 
iiHiral  -.triKtiiri'  u  i-  art-  callrd  (Ui  to  m-ct.  i-  ..lu- 
"t  tlu'  duties  laid  d..un  inr  iis  in  the  eliMrest 
v.iy  hy  l'"reeiiiasoiir\,  to  uhivli  I  n(»\v  ask  your 
attention. 

And  I  uoiihl,  here,  in  parenthesis.  eiiii)lia-i/e 
the  I'aet  that  it  is  not  for  us  to  ch.iose  uhicli  oi 
the  Iesson>  of  I'"reeniasonr>  ue  are  to  learn, 
pukin^r  out  >onie  of  them  as  important,  or,  a^ 
i^  often  said,  'pr.iotieal."  ;md  p.-i-sin^'  over  otiiers 
as  tri\ial  and  unworthy  of  consider,ition.  Uelievc 
me.  hrethreii.  there  are  many  lessrip,  t.iUMlit  hy 
our  heloved  Craft  which  ,ire  \it;il  to  our  ehar- 
acter^  as  h'reemasoii-.  and  which  we  c.iii  nevjlect 
only  at  the  risk  of  huildiiiK  up  one  side  of  our 
natures   ,it    the   expense   of   another. 

The  (V  A.  O.  T.  r.  has  laid  his  plans  on  the 
'I  re-tle  Hoard  for  the  j,aii(lance  of  mankind. 
'I  hose   plans   are   of   a    two-fold    n.ituri'. 

(I)  Those  relatinjj:  to  the  material  or  physical 
plu'iioinena  hy  wliich  we  are  surrounded,  ,ind 
uhicli,  in  comparison  with  the  ^'rande^t  etYort- 
ot  huni.in  architects  in  any  a>:e  are  as  tiie  con- 
trast hetween  perfection  .ind  mediocrity,  between 
the    inlinite    and    the    linite,    and 

CJ)  Those  relatiiiK'  to  the  moral  coiniuct  of 
mankind  wliich  we   lind  in  T.   \'.  (),  T.   S.   L. 

But  The  Most  Iliuh.  while  laying  down 
.uTfMieral  rtiles  for  our  guidance,  has.  in  His 
wi'^dom  decreed  that  each  indivi(lu,tl  shall  con- 
struct his  own  spiritual  editic-.  In  his  hand  are 
placed  the  pencil.  >kirret  and  coniij.i^ses.  where- 
with to  draw  his  own  plans.  Happy  is  he  who 
h.is  Wisdom  to  nl.-ni  his  hfc  ami  to  hniUi  \yi  h\< 
character  in  Strength  .-md  Beauty  so  a>  to  merit 
the    ai)i)rol);ition    of    hi>    Divine    Master  I 
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\  wisfly  ci>iu  (.'ivfd  plan  must  riToj^ni/c  tin; 
.ircliiti  rtiiral  virtin-s  rcffrrcd  to  .ihovc.  M;;n 
"iiiti'-t  (I'l  liis  ]ir;u"tic.il  duty  well,  and  lie  must 
In-  KracrHiI  and  plfa-niK  m  dnini,'  it."  IK'  mii>-t, 
tluTfh  pi  f.  cnnttniplatc  tlu'  cidiimiis  of  Strt'Mnth 
and  lUauty  hrfuro  lu-  ran  dctcrmiiu-  ihr  nature 
111'   till'    >^l>lritlIal    liuildniK'   lie   oUK'lit   to   tTrct. 

I'irst,  and  hrutly.  tlit-  fahrir  must  be  sttumily 
supported  l)y  Morality  and  Virtue.  As,  in  .\rclii- 
tccturi'.  an  edilici'  must,  above  all.  be  built  of 
-utticient  stren^'tli  to  resist  all  possible  stress,  so, 
in  "Moral  (aometry,"  a  .Mason's  character  must 
lie  of  ^ufticient  stren^tb  to  withstantl  temj  ta- 
tion.  bow  ever  powerful.  It  must  be  "steadfast, 
unniov  cable." 

I'.ut  M.isonry  reipiires  of  us  more  than 
stren^jtb.  It  also  demands  beauty.  Bi';iiity  is 
detined  in  the  Century  Dictionary  as  "that 
tpiality  of  an  object  by  virtue  of  which  the 
contemplation  of  it  directly  excites  pleasurable 
emotions.  The  wfird  denotes  primarily  that 
vvhicii  i)leases  the  eye  or  ear.  but  it  is  .applied 
also  to  that  quality  in  .any  object  of  tlioU)<Iil 
which  awakens  admiration  or  approval;  as,  intel- 
lectual ituiiity.  moral  hcauty,  and  >o  on." 

Hut  it  is  impossible,  in  a  short  definition,  to 
convey  .in  adecpKite  idea  of  the  Theory  of  Beauty; 
and  it  would  be  beyond  the  scope  of  this  lecture, 
even  if  it  were  ile>irable,  to  discuss  that  theory 
at  length.  Let  us.  instead,  at  once  proceed  tu 
.isc'rtain.  if  we  can.  the  practical  teaching's  of 
the    Column   of    Beauty. 

One  of  the  first  lessons  we  have  to  learn  is 
to  appreciate  the  jireat  work  of  Creation.  Do 
we  ever  properly  e>-timate  the  wealth  of  beautv 
the  C.  \.  O.  T.  r.  has  lavished  on  the  world 
around  us.-'  (  )r  have  we  not  become  so  accus- 
tomed    to     it     that     we     are     in>ensible     or    only 
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partially  alive  to  tlu-  (■uu!ltlc^^  hfaiilics  of  fnrtii 
ami  colour  wiiicli  (ioil  has  spread  before  our 
eyes,  and  the  ix<pu-ite  harmonies  iti  sound  with 
vvhiih  lie  resales  our  ears.  Think  what  the 
world  would  he  like  without  tho>e  blessinijs — 
the  colours  oi'  the  flowers,  tlie  perfect  forms  of 
leaver  and  >teiu'>.  the  miuks  of  birds,  the  lauyhler 
of  children!  In  humble  K'ralitude.  therefor-'.  Ut 
us  cultivate  those  faculties  which  enable  us  fc 
value  the  kI'Tious  architecture  of  the  Most  IliKli 
lest  it  may  be  said  of  us  that  we  have  "eyes,  but 
see  not;  ears,  but  hear  not;  and  hearts  without 
U!..ler>taiidiii>s'."  Carlyle  has  said:  '"Man  always 
wor>hii)>  soiiulhinv,';  alway>  he  sees  the  Intinite 
shadowed  forth  in  something;  tlnite;  and  indeed 
can  and  mu>t  so  see  it  in  any  linite  tliiiij^.  once 
tempt  him  well  to  fix  his  eyes  thereon."  The 
contemi)lation  of  the  wondrous  works  of  Crea- 
tion, therefore,  lifts  up  the  mind  of  the  observer 
from  the  ICarth,  which  is  God's  footstool,  to 
humble  adoration  of  the  Great  Creator,  whose 
inlinite  Wisdoin  and  Goodiies>  are  proclaimed 
by  every   object   He   has  made. 

"How    often    from    the   steep 
Of  echoinj^  hill  or  thicket  have  we  heard 
Celestial   voices   to   the   midnight   air. 
Sole,  or  responsive  each   to  otlier's   note, 
Sinpinp   their  j^reat   Creator." 

The  beauties  of  Nature  have  a  rcfinincr  effect 
on  the  minds  and  characters  of  men.  There  is 
much  trutl  in  the  saying  of  a  wise  man  of 
-Ancient  Greece  that  "Men's  spirits  are  suscep- 
tible to  certain  influences,  diffused  like  streams 
or  currei.ts  by  fair  things  or  persons  vis-bly 
present — green  fields  or  children's  faces,  for 
instance — into  the  air  around  them,  and  which, 
with  certain  natures,  are  like  potent  material 
essences,  conforming  the  seer  to  themselves,  as 
by   some   cunning   physical   necessity."      In    other 


words,  tiic  mind  <ii"  a  man.  \\  lui  i.s  surroiiiidod  by 
Ijcautitul  ohjfcts.  it"  lie  he  in  a  proper  frame  nf 
mintl.  will  imhihe  their  beauty,  and  become,  in 
its    turn,    beautiful. 

The  nia>teri)iece  and  crownin.ir  ^lory  of 
Creation.  distinKuished  from  all  other  oi)jects, 
animate  or  inanimate,  by  its  perfect  adaptation  as 
an  instrument  useil  by  the  nu)st  perfec*  iinit(! 
intelliKH'nce  for  the  ,t;overmnent  of  the  world,  is 
the  Human  Hody.  'I'liere  is  a  passa>,a'  in 
Carlyle's  "Lectures  on  Heroes"  in  which  this 
thouj.,rlit  i>  brought  out  with  such  ex(iui>itc  beauty 
that  1  cannot  refrain  from  (juoting-  it.  alth  igli 
only  part  of  it  is  i)ertinent  to  the  subject  im- 
mediately under  discussion:  "P.ut  now  if  all 
thinj.;s  that  u  e  look  upon  ,'ire  emblems  to  u^  of 
the  Hij4:he>t  (lod.  I  add  that  more  so  tha;  luy 
of  them  is  man  such  an  emblem.  \i>\\  hav<' 
heard  of  St.  Chrysostom's  celebrated  sayinjj^  in 
reference  to  tlie  Shekinah  or  .\rk  of  'I'e-tiniony. 
visible  revelation  of  God  among  the  Hebrews: 
"The  trui'  Sliekinah  is  Man  I'  Yes  it  is  even  so; 
this  is  no  vain  phrase;  it  is  veritably  so.  The 
essence  of  our  being,  the  mystery  in  us  that  calls 
itself  "I." — all.  what  words  have  we  for  >uch 
tliing>? — is  a  breath  of  Heaven;  the  Highest 
Being  reveals  itself  in  Man.  This  body,  these 
faculties,  this  life  of  ours,  is  it  not  all  a  vesture 
for  that  rnnamed?  "There  is  but  one  Temple 
in  tlie  I'liiverse.'  says  the  devout  Xovalis.  "and 
th;it  is  the  P>ody  of  Man.  Nothing  is  holier  tlian 
that  high  form.  Bending  before  men  is  a  rever- 
ence d'Mie  to  this  Revelation  in  the  Flesh.  We 
tof.cli  Heaven  when  we  lay  our  hands  on  a 
human    body!'  '' 

WdrsliipiH-rs  of  every  nation,  in  all  times, 
ha\'4'  devoted  their  wtTiUb.  .nnd  ski!!  in  order  to 
make  their  temples  and  churches  beautiful,  and 
worthv    of   tlie    Deitv   in    whose   honcjur   thev    are 


(.•rc'otcci.  Do  not  tlu-  iiis'iiircd  arcliitccturf  aiu! 
iiiiiiiitahle  workinaiisiiip  of  tlio  >tatfly  cathedral-, 
ol  i-.nroi>o— the  work  of  our  ancient  l)rethren— • 
liear  ehii|uent  testimony  to  tlie  re\ereiice  under- 
lying; the  erection  of  those  j^dorious  temples 
erected  t"  the  Most  lliKh?  The  devout  cannot 
concei\e  ot  any  edilice  too  rich  <ir  too  beautiful 
for  the  >ervices  of  their  Cod.  Any  iieRlect  or 
mutilation  of  tlieir  churches  ha-  always  been 
reviarded   a-   >acri!eue. 

ll  -uch  reverence  is  bestowed  •■u  inanimatr 
creations  of  nian'-  intellect,  it  -eeins  -tran^'e  to 
think  that  the  "one  'renii)le  in  the  I'niverse"  is 
so  fre(|uently  iiej^jccted  and  abused.  Is  it  be 
cau-e  the  true  nuaninjj;  of  the  liody  of  Man  i? 
not  understood?  \o  doubt  that  i-  the  explana 
tiou.  The  C'hry-ostonis.  Xovalis  and  Carlyle.s  o*" 
this  World  are  few.  and  spiritual  iusipht  -uch  as 
they  had  is  rare.  I'ut  we  cannot  fail  to  be  im 
pressed  with  their  utterances,  c.-pecially  seeinp 
that  they  j^ive  us  a  loftier  idea  of  man,  and  show 
us  hi-  relationship  to  the  Divine.  .Xssumin^,^  the 
actual  truth  of  the  statement  of  Xovalis  that 
there  is  "nothing  holier  than  that  hijjh  form." 
are  we  not  mo\ed  to  re^-'ird  our  bodies  in  a 
new  liyht?  Should  they  not  be  the  objects  of 
our  dilitrent  care?  Mu-t  not  every  act  of 
oiiiis-ion  or  commission  tliat  tends  to  mar  theii 
beauty  be  avoided?  ICxercise  and  cicanlincs.s 
now  become  solemn  duties,  while  intemperanc* 
and  e.\ce->  should  be  shunned  as  desecration  ol 
the   "eiublem-   of   the    IliKhest    God," 

Da-tly,  the  Column  of  lieauty  suj^gcsts  beaut) 
of  character.  !i  is  not  eiiouKb  that  a  man  ad 
morally  and  virtuously.  He  f)Ughi  to  do  everj 
duty  in  the  nu)St  graceful  and  pleasing  mannei 
po-,<ihU-  The  ancictit  Greeks  and  the  Ronianf 
used  the  same  words  for  expressiu);  "manncr.s' 
and  ■■nu)rals."     And   that  there   is  a  close  attinitv 
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l)ft\vefii  tiieni  caniiDt  be  doubted,  if  we  Rranl 
that  the  best  manner-,  are  those  which  coiiu 
straiwlit  Irom  a  man's  heart,  in  his  endeavour  tc 
please  his  fellow  men  or  save  them  from  pain 
to  communicate  to  them  wliatever  joy  or  happi 
uess  he  may  possess;  and.  in  his  own  sorrow,  tc 
.•il)stain  from  addinjr  even  by  a  i)a>sin),'  >iph  tc 
the  Kreat  total  of  the  world's  unhai)piness.  How 
many  an  act  of  intended  kindness  is  si)oilcd  bj 
tactless  tuanners.  convertiiij,'  it,  sometin;e>,  ever 
into  an  offence!  How  often  a  refusal  can  be 
soltened  by  the  con>iderate  manner  in  winch  ? 
re(iue-t  is  denied!  What  tragedies  occur  fn.n' 
the  inability,  or.  from  false  shame,  tiie  unwillinjr. 
ness  c)f  i)eople  of  kindly  and  loving  disposition.^ 
to  express  the  love  which  they  feel  for  tiieii 
nearest  and  dearest  who.  perhaps  for  years,  havf 
lon.i^-^ed   for  words  of  affection! 

How  different  the  manners  of  the  heart  from 
the  superficial  tricks  of  the  body  and  tongue  that 
are  sometimes  mistaken  for  good  manners!  Like 
garish  ornaments  on  an  ill-planne<l  and  badly- 
constructed  building,  which  try  to  conceal  the 
viciousness  of  the  architecture,  such  manner? 
often  try  to  hide  an  unworthy  and  insincert 
character.  Good  manners  ought  not  to  be  the 
monopoly  of  any  clas>.  They  are  within  every- 
one's reach,  for  they  are  the  natural  concomitant 
(jf  a   beautiful   disi)ositi(Mi. 

Let  us,  therefore,  see  to  it  that  our  plans  arf 
drawn  with  the  view  not  (uily  to  the  acts  which 
morality  and  virtue  recjuire  of  us.  but  also  to  the 
maimer  in  which  we  are  to  perform   these  acts. 

Let  us  see  to  it  that  in  our  speech  we  use 
vords  and  foncs  calculated  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  offence  to  our  brethren,  but 
also  of  conveying  to  them  pleasure  and  happiness. 
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J. ft    lis    fxiTci^o    t,:ct.   which,   in    it^    host    sonse 
iii.iy  he   (iotiiifd  as   that   spiritual  dclicary   of  fcfl 
inj,^  uhicli   is  scn-itivf  to  every   susceptiiiility  and 
eir.iition  ol  our  felhnvinen. 

Let  Us  cultivate  our  seii-c-  •-r  as  to  hettei 
ai^iircciate  tlie  heautit'ul  thiim-  uitli  wliich  \vt 
are  surrounded.  I'.y  so  doing  we  -hall  he  drawn 
in>ensil)ly  nearer  and  nearer  to  Him  from  whom 
llows   e\ery   ^kih]   and   i)erfect    «itt. 

Let  us  see  to  it  that  we  keep  .,ur  hodie.-,  clean 
and  whole-oine,  and  lit  dwellin.ns  for  clean  and 
heautiful    souls. 

Tiien  only  shall  we  he  doinjs'  the  duties 
reiuired  of  us  hy  Freemasonry  when  she  c(jm- 
inauds  us  to  huiid  with  I'.eauty  as  well  a-,  witli 
Stren).rth. 

It  may  he  asked  how  we  can  atta'ii  to  such 
hiLrh  ideals.  Freemasonry,  in  another  symhol. 
-uy^ots  the  answer.  .\>,  throu.tj:hout  tiie  de.iirees, 
we  were  accompanied  hy  a  nrother  who  <,niided 
our  step-  through  dark  paths,  Kivinia;  u>  instruc- 
tion and  counsel  durinu^  otir  pilirrimaj^'e,  so  we 
are  accom])anie(l  throut;l',out  our  lives  hy  a  com- 
p.-inioii  who  never  leaves  us,  who  tells  us  z>.'luit 
to  (!o  and  say,  and  liou'  to  do  and  say  it.  The 
i\oman-  cilled  that  companion  .i  man's  ociiIks. 
'I'o  us  lie  represent-  the  Spirit  of  God,  or 
C'oii-cience.  to  uiio-e  whisper-  we  ought  to  lend 
our  ears,  not  m  slavish  fear,  i)ut  with  lively 
.unatitude.  If,  as  we,  in  the  Degrees,  followed 
our  ,u;ui<le  trustfull\  and  oI)ediently.  u  e  act  antl 
siieuk  as  our  llea\enly  guide  jirompts  us,  ue 
ne((l  fe.ir  no  danger,  knowing  iluu  with  such 
leading  we  .ire  sure  to  he  conducted  along  the 
right  Path,  and  I)e  worthy  ni  the  Lrreat  hVaternity 
to  uhicli   It   1-  our  high  privilege  to  heloiig. 
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T'>  iiiMsi.  ii'  iiMi  all.  (,|"  ti,.  tlu-  rrrMlKcti'iii 
'•I  I'lir  iiiitial^on,  i 'as'iii;,',  aiul  l\ai>in.i4 
i>  li'r-Ii  anil  \i\irl.  and  --taiuU  'lUt  Ir^  ni 
aniiin.L;  imr  -nli-t'i|nini  Ma-^nu'  (.■xpfrii'nrrs  with 
a  cK'ariu->  Im  1h-  i  \i)laiii('il  liy  the  nii\fhy  nt  the 
>ituatiiin^  in  wli-cli  wc  t'^iiiml  i  mrsi-h  t>.  aiid 
l>y  (lu-  -''Iminiiy  <A  tlu-  ciTcnMiiicN  in  wliudi  we 
tii'ik  part  inr  tin-  lif^t  time.  W'c  i>iTct.'i\  oil.  tlun. 
that  !•  fi  (ina-~Mniy  had  a  nu---a,m'  t'nr  n^.  it  \\a- 
i''ailil  i.n!\  f.  .ininadicnd  it.  and  ur  rcdicd  on  tin- 
1< n (1  \\  If (1  l; (.'  (p1  iiiir  iiiori'  t-x pcru'in  d  hrrihrc'ii  tii 
i-xi-laiii  I"  n^  tin-  many  niy-tciu--  hidden  iuiu-ath 
llif  cere  nil  mu--  and  -_\  minds  n|'  the  l.i'd,L;f.  \~ 
w  r  riintinurd  carvl'iilly  to  mdniu'  tlu-  lo^nns 
t-inanatin.L,'  irniii  tlu-  l-'.a-t.  mni'li  that  tn  ii--  had 
>ci-nu-<l  dark  lu-caim-  l)ii,L;htrr;  luit  \\  r  i\-li  tlu-rc 
was  still  niiu-li  tn  learn.  It  r-  ir-.u-  ih.it  i-aeh 
sxnil'id  and  .-ynil.nlii-  act  m  tlu-  lauii^e  \\a- 
M-]iarati-l\  t-x]daiiu-d.  and  it-  ninra!  aiul  Ma-mHC 
ii--i->  i-hicidatid ;  hnt  tlu-  detaclu-d  part-  nt  I-'n-e- 
nia-iinry  wa-rt-  never,  m  niir  nimudn.  -at>i'aet' i;  il\ 
nniied  intM  i.ni-  ei  iniprehen>i\  e  wlude.  a  know- 
leiUe  III  which  i>  neee->ar_\  in  iirder  that  tlu- 
".XiihK-  Seu-iu'i-"  ma\-  ha\e  the  indtuiiee  i.n  mtr 
li\e>  aiul  enmhu-t.  whirh  i-  it-  ehiel"  eiui.  .My 
pinpii-;-.  ilu-rei'i  ire.  tuniLjht.  i-  in  eiideaNnnr  ti' 
deim  iiisirate  th;it  the  alleunrie-  ar.d  symln.U  ni 
the  l.iid'-:e  lia\e  a  ci  irri--pi  iiiilenee  wiih  each 
"tlu-r.  and  .ire  in  the  nature  <<\  hien  i.ulyphic- 
wiiieii  ran  lie  pii'Ced  tii,L;etiu-r  and  made  tn  re\(.-al. 
when  ilenidier(-d.  the  lt--iiiis  they  were-  intended 
til     e'Mi\e\.        r.ut     a-     -vmlnd-     are.     I'mm     ilu-ir 


nature.  -ii-.rc|iiilil(.'  iil  \:iriMU>  mr;ii)ii;L'-.  ar.il  .t> 
all  iiu  I'ti.Li'ili'r^.  iiM  iiKiitcr  \\i'\\  ii.i:i(-t  t'lieir 
intiMitiiiii-,  may  In-,  art.-  liaMc  v<  a>-',un  t'l.rci-d 
iiin-riirctalii  Ml-  tc  -i>iiir  "i  llum,  in  Mnlt-r  liiat 
tlu-y  nia\"  lit  int'i  a  prciN  ,iicci\  iil  iilaii.  it  i- 
iuTr.s-ar_\-  iliat  tlu-ir  pri  iiiuiinccnu-nt  lii'  -ii!i- 
iiiittfd  til  tlu-  niM-t  nynnis  t, -ts.  K'<i  l-.rnir  ami 
iii't   Truth   lu-  the  result. 

I'hi'  iiiaL.;iutii(lc  lit  in\  tliciiu'  aiul  tlir  nroc-- 
-arily  limiti'd  tiiiu-  allotted  tn  iiic  I'li'  tin-  lictnrc. 
!ia\  (•  can -1(1  iiir  tii  iiiaki'  ci  iiidcn-atii  m-  wiiif'i 
detract  t'riiiii  tlu-  cK-ariu---  m1"  my  arL;r.mriit -. 
wliicli  wipiild  rriiuin-  tri-atuu-ni  iM-vmid  tin  -n-in- 
iil"  a  .-hurt  addr<---.  I  1 1 1-,\  cs  rr.  !  lay  tlu-  rr-uit.-  i>\ 
my  iin  t--ti,!4alii  iii.-^  In.-tiirr  ynii,  hc^mn^  xi.i-r  in- 
diil.^H-iu-c  I'lir  i)rt.-sciitiii,u.  in  nu-rt.-  untliiu-.  a  -iiltjcct 
lit'  -uch  imnun-(-  imin  iriani'i-. 

With  thi-  t-xi-laiiati  iry  i'.  irt-w  urd.  I  >h.iil  imw 
proceed  til  tlu-  -ul)j(.-ct  iiiattcr  mi'  in_\    K-cturi-. 

Then-  arc  thri-c  a-in-ct-  ni  I'rciina.M  mrv  !• 
which    I    iir.iti-  ymir   attention: 

1.    !•  rt'i-masimry   as    I'hilusi  ipliy. 

:1.    i-"ri-i-masunry  a-   I'.dticatii  m. 

:;.    l-'n-cma-i  inr\    a<  the   ilaiulniaid  ni'    i\c!ii.;ii  iii. 

Tlu--c  thrt-e  a>licct.-  are  -iilticicntly  wide  in 
their  -c.ipe  til  iU-er\e  imich  more  time  I'nr  their 
indnidii.il  d(-\  t-h  ipment  than  i-  at  my  di-in'-al 
tiiiii.U'lil.  .\  word  iir  t\Mi.  Iniwever.  ma\  heii>  tn 
i'\l)lain  my  rea-nii  I'nr  placin-j  them — ! 'hih  i-;  iphy. 
I'.dncatinn.    I\ehi.ii<iii — in  the  iirder  here  iire-eiiled. 

I'hili  i.-;i  1]  h_\-  may  he  ciincei\ed  a-^  tlu-  science 
which  lays  down  the  priiioii)le-  Lrover^  iiil;  c- mi 
dnct — that  which  -tate-  the  Moral  Ideal;  i-'.dnca 
tion,  as  the  means  hy  which  that  uleal  i.-  attained, 
or.  at  lea-t.  approached:  and  KeliLnoii  a-  tiu' 
onicoii:!.-  Ill  the  two  —  tiu-  eN|>erui:ce  ol  liu* 
indi\idvial  while  realizinu.  or  partially  reali/iiu;, 
the     Ideal.       While    the-(.-    cotU'eptii  m:--.    no    d,,ulit, 


-iij^Kt'^l  "ly  (li\i>i<iii>  1)1  tin-  .siil)jfCt  of  my  Ii'Ctiirt.-. 
and  tlic  (irdiT  in  wliich  tlu-y  are  j)lacr(l,  I  tear 
tliat.  in  my  treatment  of  tliein,  I  may  lre(|uently 
In-e  >iulit  III'  any  inetiuxl  wliicli  is  intended  in 
ni\-  de>iKn.  Indeed,  I  eaiiiiut  i)reteTid  that  this 
lecture  i-  wurtliy  of  l)ein>;'  regarded  otherwise 
tliaii  as  tile  expression  of  random  thoughts 
ari-iii),'  out  of  the  eari'ful  cnntemplaliMn  of 
oiir  cereiii<iiiie>  and  synilnds,  and  serious  ■>pecii- 
lalioii   as   to   their   nieaniii},'-. 

Freemasonry  as  Philosophy 

To  the  i)liiloso])liical  student  it  will  be  ol)\i(>n-', 
in  the  coui-i'  of  my  remarks,  that  I  use  the  word 
"  l'hilosoi)liy"  in  a  very  loose  way.  In  tiie  tirst 
division  of  my  >ul)ject  I  shall  touch  upon  the 
ideal  of  life,  the  nature  of  the  self  and  the  nature  of 
::iii':^'lciUie.  In  the  third  the  nature  of  God  and  the 
hnniortality  of  the  Soul  will  be  amon^  the  prf)blems 
considered — i)roblem>  which  lie  as  much  in  the 
province  of  l'liilosfii)liy  as  the  three  treated  under 
the  first  head.  Periiajjs  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  made  a  sharj^er  distinctifm  and  substi- 
tuted ■■I•'.thic^"  or  "Moral  I'hilosophy'"  for  the 
word  ■■philosophy"  employed  here;  but.  if  you 
will  bear  in  mind  this  explanation,  it  seem^  to 
me  Convenient   to   allow   the   term   to   stand. 

■■i'liiloso])hy  is  the  pursuit  of  Truth."  Tlr's  is 
the  lir-t  and  simplest  conce])tion  and  delinition 
oi  I'hilosophy  we  can  form.  Can  we.  with  truth, 
substitute  the  word  Freemasonry  for  I'hilosojWiy 
in  that  dennition?  Such  a  <iue-.tion  propounded 
in  a  l-'rcemason's  Lod<;e  can  be  answered  only  in 
the  at'lirmative.  The  pursuit  of  Truth,  called  by 
us  the  search  for  the  Lost  Word,  i-  indeed  the 
S(de  aim  and  the  chief  end  of  all  the  teachinps 
•■■i   FreenKtsonry. 

I'nt  T  do  not  forget  that  we  are  distinctly 
informed   that   the   ■■Chief   Point  of   Freema^onrv" 


i>  tlu'  iiminotioii  ol  \hv  liai»piiu'ss  of  the  in- 
dividual, and,  C(in^i<|iu'iitly.  i<i  -ocicty.  That  i-^ 
iTi-isti'(l  on  in  tlic  Cliar^,'e  to  tlic  lirctlircn  in  tlic 
In>tallation  CtTcmonj-.  The  aiuicnt  Greek  mor- 
alist?^ al>o  consiikred  that  happiness  is  "tlie  j^reat 
end  of  man.  tliat  this  is  tiie  highest  tjood.  tlie 
end  for  whicli  all  l)einK"-.  live,  the  ol)ject  uliioh 
they  all  pursne."  In  thi>  resjject,  also,  h'ree 
nia.sonry  agrees  with  other  philo-ophie-  in  it- 
detinition  of  the  chief  end  of  man. 

It  may  he  asked,  then,  "W'h.at  is  the  aim  of 
I'"reen!,i>onry?  Is  it  Truth  ur  Happiness?  There 
seem>  to  be  no  dt)ubt  that  Happiness  i-^  the 
natnral  eoneoniitant  of  Truth,  and  that  that  is 
the  explanation  of  the  apparent  contradiction  in 
tlie  statement  of  the  aims  of  Freemasonry.  Truth 
and  llap])ine>s  would  thus  have  the  same  rela- 
tionslii])  which  Tennyson  points  out  as  existin^r 
between  i/i(/.v  and  (jlory. 

"He   that   walks   the   path   of  duty   o\\\\ 
thir^tinu' 
I'"i>r  the  ri^ht.  and  learns  to  deaden 
I. live   of  self,  before  hi-i  journey   close> 
He    shall   find    the   stubborn    thistle 

burstintr 
Into  j.ilo>-.y  purple-,  which  outredden 
All   voluptuous   warden   ro-es." 

Thus,  the  aim  of  I'hilosophy  and  of  Free- 
masonr\-  beinj.;  the  -ame,  you  will  see  my 
justilication  in  dealing  with  Freemasonry  as  a 
philosiiijh}'. 

The  nature  of  that  philosophy  cannot  be 
clearly  explained  without  a  short  allusion  to  the 
Allegory  of  Freemasonry.  In  that  allegory  the 
candidate  is  made  to  represent  a  human  being  in 
his  progress  trom  birth  to  death,  or,  as  the  mental 
and  moral  development  of  a  man  from  childhood 
to  (dd  age  closely  corresponds  to  the  mental  and 


mural  ;i<l  \  .iiu'i'iiifiit  i<\  tlic  race,  lit  may  he  -aid 
111  rf|iit  -(lit  iMimaii  km -sv  K'li'jc  a^  it  a-rnul-  t'riiin 
(larkm>-    t"   I;L;Iit. 

Tln^  a^iTii!  i>  iiiadi-  li\  lliri,-  stilus.  Ami  ma\'  1 
lie  inrniutrd  to  diuii'^-  a  iiiuimiit  tu  iminl  ■nit 
that  in  iialiirc  iiiaii_\-  iili_\ -ical  t'iititu-  ur  i|nalilir.- 
in'i'iir  in  tliriT-  i'T  triad-.  Tim-  w  i-  lia\  c  >  [•  iCi' 
ami  Its  tliitc  dinu-ii~iiiii-,  1  ,fii.i;tli.  I'lrcadtli.  1  lii(d<- 
iifs-:  M,itU-r  and  it>  tlirt'i'  -^tato,  Sulid.  l,ii|itid. 
(la-cMn-.  riiysii\il  M  ivniituiics.  I.cni^tli.  Ma>-, 
Tinu'.  (''li'v.  \\{:i\.  ("iriTii,  Uluc  nr  X'iulct.  Sotiinl. 
iamdiir--.  I'ltcli.  Oiiality.  I'.lcitnc  (  iirrcnt.  Circnit. 
I'.lfctri  1  im  iti\  I-    l-'uri'i'.    Ui'-i'-taiici',    rlc.   ttv  . 

./  Ilircc-ji'lil  (li:'isiiiu  is  ,iIm>  iiuinifcstcil  m  iii.iii's 
It, -.litre,  whiili  is  '^iiu'rall_\  I'l'ci  iL;ni/fd  a-  l>ciii.Li 
made  u]i  ''l'  ilirtc  distinct  i)arts.  nanudv,  r.udy. 
Mind,  S])int.  i'.ri  i\\  nin^"-  ])iits  intu  tlu-  inuutli  of 
mu'  ot  tile  patron-  of  l'"rmnasoiiry.  St.  John,  tlii' 
I)i\im-.  tlu'  ii  dlow  ill',;  \Mii(is.  which  ln-aiitiful!\-  .-it 
ti  irth   this  di-linclii  m  : 

This  i>  tlu-  dia'triiic-  h-.'   wa-  wont   to  narli. 
Now    il:\ri>  pi  r-oiis  \>itiicss  in   (.■acli   man, 
Tln-fr    -mils    which    make    up   mu-    soul; 

I'i r - 1 .   to   wit, 
\    soul   of   each    and   all   the   Imdily    parts. 
Seated   llu'rein.   which    work>.  and   is   what 

Does. 
\nd    has    ilu-    use    of    earth,    ;md    eml-    the 

man 
Downward:    liut.    teiidiiii.;    upw.ird    for 

ad\  ii'e. 
'.ir<>\\>    into,    and    a,L;ain    i.s   ^rowii    into 
ily    tlu'    ne.xt     soul,    which,    scateil    iii    the 

lirain. 
I'setli    the   t'lrst    with   its   collected   Use. 
\ ii  1 1    I L  V  i ^  I i  1 .    I n n  1 K c t ii .    \\' H i c i i i — is    w  1 1 a i 

Know  > : 
W  hich.   duly    teiidiuLr   upward   in   its   turn. 


i 


(■ir(p\\-    iiit'i.  .".11(1   ;iL;,iiii   i-   v:r>'\M)   iiiti- 
I'lV   tlif   la-t   «i.nl.   tli.it   u-i-   li"t1i   the   :\r-\. 
Siili-i-tiir-r    wlu'tlur    thi'V    ;i^-i^t    •■!'    H". 
\iiil.   ^  I  •ii-t;tiitiii«    iii:ni'-    »(li'.   1-    wlnt    U     - 
And  It  .iii>  ni)uii  tile  !■  ■ruuT.  iiiaKf  it  i>!.i> . 
A-  that    iilayi'd   I'tY  tin-   ;ir-t;  .iii'l,   tfiiiliip^ 

v\>. 
Hold-,    i>   uplulil    li\.   ("iihI.   and   cud-    the 

mail 
I'lpw.ird   ill   that    <lia-.id   piMiit   "i'  iiiicrcixir^r, 
\iir  need-  a  i  laci-.  t'^.r  it   riturii-  t"   lliiii. 
What    I>ipcs,  uh.it    K!i>.\s-.   what    1-;   tlirci- 

>ipnl-.   iiiii'    mail.- 

A-  m.iy  In-  txptiifd,  tluTcfi  Uf.  tlif>i'  thrt-f 
parts  di'  iiLiii's  nature  are  iiillv  reroi^iii/ed  in 
l-'reeiiia-<>;iry.  eaeh  "t"  the  three  deurei-  rejire- 
■.en!iii«-  (iiie — the  I'lr-t  Deirree.  the  I'udy  (the 
material  wi'rld  or  world  of  -eii-ei;  the  See<pii(l, 
the  Mind:  ;md  the  Third,  the  Spirit,  the  lA^ip.  ut 
whieh  the  <ptlier  tu')  are  ministers.  Ahnndant 
prcKPl'  ipf  till-  is  tip  l>e  tcpimd  in  the  syir.hppli-m  nf 
lMeem.i-.(  iiiry.  and  it  -  suppiprte<l  hy  the  .pipiiimn 
ppf  the  .ilile-i  Masipiiie  writers.  Tlus  distinetiipn 
mav  he  alluded  tip  in  e.ieh  ni  the  three  divisitpn- 
i<{   my    lei-tnre. 

.\-  ha-  lieeii  ineiitip  pved  .ahove.  the  I'ur-;nt  "i 
I  laiijiiiie--  i>  the  '"ehief  i)ciim"  of  i'reeiiiasi  piiry 
.1-  well  a-  the  aim  of  life  as  i)re-ented  hy  i'hilo- 
-ophv.  .leeordiiiy  to  the  aiiciem  •'"'ireek  mor.alists. 
\1I  ni.inkiml.  in  every  .a^e.  from  the  darkest 
period  ipf  barhari-m  to  the  nifp-t  civili/ed  epoch 
the  World  ha-  e\er  -een.  h.ive  been  -trivin.s.:  after 
hapiMiiess.  'i'he\-  may  ditifer  in  their  de'inition 
ppf  the  term,  a-  well  a-  the  mean-  by  whicli  ihey 
e.aii  attain  tluir  object;  but  we  may  take  it  for 
L'Tantcil  that  ultim.ilely  they  ha\e  happines-  iii 
\iew  ni  all  their  >cheme-  fipr  the  Coiiducl  of  their 
li\  es. 


Aiiimiil;  ^;i\am'>.  tlif  .yr.itilir.itUMi  i.|'  tiirir 
pa-s],,n^  .111(1  (IcNircs,  ujtiiout  HL;.iril  li.  I'liliirr 
I'liiM  (|U(ii(.-t>,  s,tni>  t.i  ilitiu  the  'Imilic-.t  l;ii..(1." 
Ilii>  i>  al-i>  true,  \i<  a  icnani  ixtriil.  ni  tin-  caM' 
"I  cliililiiii.  riiil(.-(.i)li\,  Liiiurally.  ami  I'rvv 
>na-'.iii\  lia\c  ii.itliiiiK  tn  iln  with  tliat  sta^'i'  i>i 
Imiiiaii  (xi.stiiicf.  rxrcpi  in  m)  lar  a^  it  mmlit  lif 
ialK<l  a  I  rciiarati'Mi  jicriiul:  t'.ir  ilu  wlioli-  litr  dt' 
i";iii  u\A\  Ik-  saul  til  \>v  pri'i'aratii '11  h.r  ^niiiv 
iluiiLr  liiyluT-  tlif  jitrPMl  Ml"  ilarkiu-^^  t'l.r  tlu- 
'■••  N-.  tlu-  I-'..  A.  iiii  tin-  !•'.  C".  and  m,  mi.  it  i-. 
tiitrrlmt-.  iicic^sary  that.  hiiiUH-  pii  icrt-diii;^ 
iiirtlu-r  .111(1  iii.yluT,  tlu-  hiniiaii  hi-iiiK  -honM  hi- 
"iluiy    ami    truly    pri  pared." 

It  I-  'i"l  I"  l>i'  i-xi)i-(ii-d  that  a  child  or  a 
^a\a,L;a-  ciii  hi-  pn-part-d  at  niicr  to  r(,-ct-i\c  all 
ilu-  iii-l  nutiiiii  lu-t  (.->>ar_\  to  the  cmiipk-ti-  di-- 
vt-liipiiu-iit  'it  hi-  threc-liild  nature.  He  must 
advanei-  hy  >tei  s.  I'runi  the  .>.iiiii)le-t  to  the  iiKist 
ci'UipIex,  tmni  tlu-  ciiicrete  to  the  abstract 
There  i-  no  douht  th.ii  the  idea  ol"  .Mind,  -till 
nmre  ot  Spirit,  coiiu-^  later  than  the  knowledge 
ol  the  liody  and  other  ohject.s  that  can  he  per- 
ceived hy  tlu-  Sen-e~.  l'rei)aration.  tlu-n-tore. 
tor  edr.c;ition  alon^;  the  line.-  of  >uch  kiiowlcd.ye 
.1-  can  l)t-  deri\ed  only  from  natural  objects  must 
1h-  incomplete.  Ili-nct-  our  candidate'--  prepara- 
tion i.s  in  the  l'"ir>;  De.i^ree  coii;iTU-d  to  the  left 
-i'ic,  '1  he  symlxdism  of  the  left  side  is  wel' 
known.  'riiat  -ide  ha-  .ilways  heeii  reg.irded  a.- 
tlu-  -ide  ot  le-s  honour  than  the  right,  and.  coii- 
-ei|uentl\.  i,-  api)roi)riatel>  u,-ed  to  rei)rc>eiit  the 
Sen-atioiial  part  of  iiian's  nature,  while  tlu-  righ' 
>i(U-  connotes  the    Rational    side. 

lleiice  it  IS  not  ditVicult   to  conceixe  that   h'ree 
ma.-onry.  if  it  is  coiicenu-d  at  all  with   l'hilosoi:hy. 
>hoiil(i    nia.ke    t!u'    I'ir-t    Oes/rct^    to    cxe''''-'*^"    '-o' 
Seii-atioiial,  and   the  v'^ecoiul,  the    Rational   School 
ol    I'liilosojihy — the   two  great   school-  of  thoughl 
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ullirli       h;i\C      -pllt       tllinkrrs       ilitu      tun      >  >|>pi  .suii; 

fiiinii-,  l'r<Mii  ilic  ••;irlK'-»i  tniu>  \ii  tin-  lut-fiit 
'l;i>  lli'tli  -\>lfiii»  autrr  lli.it  li.ii>i)iiif  ~  s.  in  .)iu' 
'""11  iM  .iiKitlicr.  1-  thr  ureal  aim  >>\  man.  and 
that  tile  lilc  arcordiiii,^  t<i  nature  i-  \iiine.  lieean-e 
It  leail-  II-  riylit  l<>  tlie  end  ti>r  wliitii  u  e  werr 
destined  l)y  nature.  \  i/.,  Ii;ip])ine>---,  I'.iit  iliey 
ditter  in  tin  ir  d<Ktnm>  re>i>ertim;  happiiu-*-. 
and  nature  and  virtue.  I!..tli  ayree  that  within 
eert.iin  liiiiit>  the  aplKtite>,  i)a-si,,n-,  ;ind  de-ire- 
may  he  Ljratitied.  l>ut  the  Sen-atii>nil  xelii'ul 
maint.iiiied  that  tlie  limit  ua>  neee-s.iry  tor 
liriidential  rea>un-,  only,  tlie  K'ati.Mial  that  happi- 
ne--  spnni.;>  I'mm  the  liiiiitatinn  and  -nhju^atinn 
<ii    llu'   i)a-<ii>n>.. 

I  lu-  ei 'nnecti'in  between  the  I'ir^t  Decree  and 
the  .^eii-atiiinal  SelxMil  will  he  a])parent  ii'  •■  •■ 
rtTipJUct  that  "refreshment"  in  tlu'  idd  dav- 
ii"t  ,1  mere  lian(|iiet  tu  he  In M  or  init  hehl.  at  . 
tile  rrn monies  of  the  evening  were  o\tr.  in  a 
ditYereiit  room,  hut  that  it  wa-  an  intiy;r;il  i  art 
ol  thosi-  cereinuiiies,  soKiiini/ed  h.y  the  pl.icinL; 
on  the  rel'reshnunt  tahK'  ..t'  the  Kii^dits  o| 
Mas(.nry.  hy  the  prayers  oi"  the  Ma-ter  ;ind  tlu 
other  ct'remonies  of  "openintr."  hut  ■"minLjled 
with  -ocial  mirth,  and  the  mutual  interchange  oi 
fraternal  feeliIl),^"  It  may  he  rej^^arded.  tlu'cfore, 
a«  a  riti  emhlematical  of  the  'ihert\  of  ipan  to 
.trratify  his  appetites,  desire-  and  iia-sioii-  suhjee' 
t'l  the  check  of  Temperance  and  Prudence,  the 
two  t'ardinal  \'irtues  of  the  South  .iiid  Xortli, 
which  we  may  personify  as  >tandiiij.(  tin-een  and 
silent  on  each  side  of  the  table,  one  behind  and 
one  facing  the  Junior  Warden.  That  check  i.'; 
reiiroented  also  by  the  Common  C.avel,  the 
syird-rr-!  ,vf  T  eir:i)er.;nce,  whicr,  inu-t  be  used  on 
the  rouffh  a-hlar  before  the  Scjuare  of  Morality 
can  be  made  to  li*   i:>  aiitrles  and   faces. 


I  will  lii'l  I.i\  y.\\\  [i.il  iciiii'  1p\  iKmIImi^  •<\- 
tlir  -iiiiilaiii  >  liciwciii  till  Sri.. .rill  i)iL:iic  r:.' 
iIh  K.iln  .ii.il  Scli.H.l  1.1  riiij.  .>,  .]il:\ ,  |',M'  !  II  x 
lillliiul  >  .  ill  t  li.it  li.q  |i|lu~»  .n  11  .1  .Imil:  !■  .  I  lie  I.i  t  i.  I 
r..|i-l»t-  III  'lie  'iliiil:itli  111  and  >.ui)jll)^.i  t '.  .!l  .  '  liu 
|i,i--ii  .11 -.  wliili  tlif  ciiiiilia-i-  laiil  I'V  ilic  I'l  iiiiii'" 
..11  .\!i.ralii\  ami  \ittiu'  ..ml  ilic  -uliinL:ai i. .n  i.' 
ilu-    l'a~>:..n-.    -11  111-   t..   ( -laMi-li    till-   jiarallt  1 

ll'i      Sri-..ii(l     l>turir    al-.i    la>>    -|.<-ci,i!    -ire-'. 
"11    till-    -tiiily    i.t    <  HI  .tiHlt  \   -  rf|iic-riiiim;    Mallu 
lualii-      \\liicli    -iil.ji  I'l     \'.a-    r',_:afiiiil    li\     tin-    ..'.' 
'■rrik       pliil.  .-1  iiiliri  -    -iiarticiilarlv        I '\  t  li.i  j.  .i  a- 
a-   ilir    -\iii1pi.!   Ill    i'luc    K't.i-.iii.      h.     \  rcliiii  riurt 

<i(i.||icll\      I-      tile      -ilcIUf      vvlnrll      lUl  I  I  inillc-      llli' 

li'iiii  ..!  a  -iMift  lire,  ami  wliicli  i-  iiii.ia-  i.-.  .lU'ciiH-n 
.ill. .lit  that  than  alu.ii!  llic  -iilp-iamr  ..r  inaltci 
..l  wliicll  ;t  1-  11  .iiipi  i-cd  Till-  /■/.)•;/;  >\  nil  i.  .li/i-> 
llic  limit.  ,iml  till-  iii.il(-i  iiils.  tin-  apitiiU-  am: 
pa->i..ii-,  tile  latter,  in  ilic  Sicml  I  )r,L;rtt',  Imiii, 
c.  .mi>lctil\-  -nil.  .rdin.itcd  t.i  iIk-  l'..rniri-.  a-  lia 
luTll  -lii.wn  ti.  lir  lllr  ra-i'  in  lllr  trlU't-  .•!  till 
ivati'iiial    S(liind. 

r.iit  Ma-.inr>  dm'-  m.I.  like  -i.nu-  i.i'  llu-  ..Id 
riiili  .-1  .jijiu--,  niaini.iin  the  irreo.  .iirilaldc  ..|<n..-i 
II. .11  "I  mind  i>r  -..r.l  and  m.itirr.  'I'lu-  ..Mmu 
-.|nari.-  ni'  tlu'  I-'.nt  iTed  \]>i)rfniicr  and  tlif 
l-'(Ilii\\  C"rait  -.lii.w  that  lacli  (U'Lifi'i-  t.il.m  li_\ 
U-tlf  1-  iiici  .iii|ditc.  It  i-  i)iil_\-  wlun  I  ae'i  i- 
l.Undrd  witli  tin-  ..tilt"'  tl:at  lurli'ft  i.  m  i-  nacli-.-d. 
a-  i-  -Iii.wn  ill  tlu-  "iuTrt.-i't  S(|narc"  .'l  a  Ma-lr'' 
.Ma-Mii,  winch  i>  t'l.rnicd  hy  the  unimi  ni  tlir  i.tiuT 
twii  -([iiaro-.  'I'lii-  is  mu'  i.t"  nian_\  iirnut'-  in  nii- 
-\nilicdi-tn  thai  tlu-  'i'liird  Dt'^rcf  i>  tlu'  sur.mia- 
t'l.n  "t"  thf  i.tluT  tw..  with  the  addili'Mi  ni  t'nrtluT 
Ii.--i>ii-    Mil    tin-    .Vatiire    .'I    (ii.(l    ami    I  inim  .rtalit\ . 

Tlif  rctrishnifiit  taldr  ..f  I'ri'fina.-diiry  i- 
-yml"  >lu-al  n..i  mdy  of  mir  1i1kti\.  within  tin- 
iiMiinds  111'  i'l'ini  i-ranci'  and  i'ludriui'.  tn  partake 
i.|    tlu-   material   Me-sin^s   laxislu-d  nii   us  hv   C.i.d. 


\ 


\ 


•""  It  1"  ;tl»"  in  riiililciii  ..I  .1  liytir^iiuc  I, il.lt 
l""\i'ir'i  uith  material-  \<-v  tin  ~,i  i  i-.i,uti"i;  i.i 
''lit'  huiit.il  ami  iii'iial  apiifiiii-.  'I'l'i-  \i.,m<1-  .hi- 
ll:r  ilK.iiL'lit-  ..i'  ijicai  aiicl  ii<u„[  men  ntli.r  pn- 
-<i)tt.l  Id  II-  III  l>iH.k>  ..I-  l.y  uc.rd  ,.|  m.aiiii.  .n  .1 
till  -at  i-i.ii  ti' ill  \\  f  i|<ii\c  ifi.m  m.if.il  aiiil  \i: 
ttn.ii-    acti"ii-. 

!•  rti  111  i>i  iiiry  li.i-.  -.It  liiiui>  I,,  pnwiit  i.iii 
alai>c  I.I    till  -I-  liU-'iiii,'- .  1.111    III   piai  iiiK   lici'i.rc  ii- 

niaHrial    a>    well    a-    liuiital    ami    -|.irittlal    t 1.    it 

rttictuallv  rthiiki-  tli.i-i-  uIh.  I.m.K  ..ii  iiliv-ual 
Lir.'tilicatii  111.  I'Vrii  within  lauiiil  liniii-.  a-  -iiil'iil, 
ami  will.  -I  tk  In  i.lila;n  (i..ir-  laM.iir  li\  iicv;li'i.t 
"I'l    ciiilrntpi    III     111.    tiiiiiilr.    ilif    hiiniaii    limls. 

■  l.rt    u-    m  .t    alw  a>  »    -,i\ . 
'Spite    i.f    llii-    ||e>.li    ti.ilav- 
I     -tTip\f     inaile    lieail.    iMiiieil    uTi'iir;!]    upmi    tho 

ulii.l.  '• 
\-    the    tind    umy-    ami    -iiii;-. 
Let    ii~   cr_\.   'All    -ihmI   iIhhk- 

\re    <nir>.    m.r    -..iil    help-    tie>h    im.re.    ii..\\.    th.iii 
llesh    hello    >,,ui:"  •■ 

Freemasonry   as    Education 

I'lati'  >late-  that  "the  aim  nf  I'.ilueatii  m  i-  tu 
i!e\eliii)  III  the  h.aly  and  in  the  >miiI  all  the 
lieaiity  and  all  the  perfectn  m  >>{  aIiicIi  ilii'\  ate 
lapahle." 

The    qiiestiim    bet'nre    us    iiuw     i-,    Dm.s     hrte- 

inaM.nry    interest    it -elf   in    the    stilijeet    <>i    haliua- 

tiiiii.    and.    it    -o,    dm-    the    aim    i>t"    the    l-.dueatiuii 

-iiuj^'estfil    liy    lM-ei'ma-niir>     re-emlde    the    aim    u! 

I'.'hicatioii    as    (leline<l    hy    i'lati.'       I     think    there 

can     1)0     no     dniiht     that     the     (luestii.n     mn-t     he 

answered     in    the    atlirtnaf  i\  e.       I-'reema-i  .nrv    e\- 
... —     I,.    .1....1       . ..;.!.    .1,        1    .      I     ,  ...  i>      .'  . 

; ■'•     ^:--r--!-     ■.■.;;;:     :::v    t:  e  •.  e : ;  ;pi;;  en  t    ..!     I.iMiV    aili; 

.Sinil    and    leaves    ni)tliinj,>-    in    tlu-    niattt  r    oi    the 
ediuatiun    nl    it>    vi.taries    that    can    he    inii)riived 


TiT  'Tr~TTr  T-irrTTinnMrTr  ~ 


updii;  Inr  it  works  in  conl'diiiiity  to  Xaturo.  aiwi 
in  tlir  c.rdiT  of  Xaturc  ii'.  tlu'  niattrr  of  I'.dnca- 
I'"'i  .'i-~  in  all  oiluT  tliin^^^  in  wiiicli  it  concriiis 
its(  If. 

'"  "iiltr  I"  conipri'luiKi,  tlu-ii.  its  >y>tt.'ni,  let 
inc  riinind  you  that  tlir  I'lr.st  Decree  i-  the 
<lrv;rrf  of  the  materia!  uiii\erse.  The  I'irst  step, 
tlurelore,  in  Masonic  Kdncatiiin  i-  education 
tiirouKJi  the  senses.  in  tlie  earlier  -taf,'e>  of  a 
man's  life,  he  takes  cojj;ni/ance  only  of  muIi 
knowledge  as  can  he  aciinired  thrf)U,yh  the 
sen-es.  .Xothin.i,^  i>  real  to  him  unless  he  can 
totich,  ta-te.  smell,  hear  or  ~ee  it.  The  most 
natural  and,  therefore,  the  most  .-cientilic  method 
<il  teachin.L;-  the  youn.u  i,-^  throuvrh  the  sense-. 
The  coucrett-  mu-t  precede  the  ahstract.  Such 
an  education  w  ...uld  he  directed  esj  ecially  to  the 
eidar}.,H'ment  and  refinement  of  the  receptive 
powers;  u\  those  power>.  aliove  all  whicii  are 
directly  relative  to  lleetin,i4-  pheiKuiiena — the 
powers  <il    -ensation   and   emotion. 

\\  hat  is  called  "pr,icticiil  education" — the  train- 
in.u:  "f  the  hand  and  eye  to  ohey  the  flirection-, 
"t  tile  mind;  aesthetic  education — occupied  \  ery 
largely  with  those  aspects  of  thin.«:s  which  affect 
u-  1  lea>urahly  through  the  -en-e-.  includin-,'-  art 
and  the  luiei  -orts  of  literature;  education  of  the 
hart — (iealiiiLr  with  the  ioxf  of  Xature.  animate 
and  inanimate,  .above  all.  hne  and  cii.trity  to- 
wards our  fellow  mcTi,  which  l.itter  is  the  special 
U'--(m  ot  an  I-".  A.,  and  lo\  e  to  Cod,  from  Whom 
llous  e\i'ry  Lrood  and  perfect  Lrift:  ;ill  these, 
without  stretcliinj;  the  meaniiiR  of  the  symbolism, 
.ire  inculcated  in  the  tlrst  de.yree  of  l'"reemasonry 

Tlu'  candidate  in  the  Second  DeLiree  h;i>  made 
a  lurther  advance.  .\i)-tract  -tudies  .are  set 
bef<ire   him,   ha\insj   for   their   object    the   develop- 


r 


nunt  of  all  his  iiitclkctual  taiultirs.  the  m-ir;,! 
ami  spiritual  ckvatioii  (.1  liis  ciiaractir.  an.]  tlu- 
Mirtlur  acMiuiMtion  ui  truth  aud  kiu.u  loduf.  V.w 
i  uiust  rt-uiiud  y,,u.  here,  that  iir,  decree  standi 
liy  Itself.  I'lach  ■^mmws  into  and  is  ayain  «ro\vn 
into"  l,y  the  other  two.  Vou  must  11, ,t  ut-der- 
-tand,  therefore,  that  inmd  and  intellect  are  !;ot 
trained  in  the  h'irst  Decree,  hut  that  tluv  are 
turther   greatly  developed   in   the   Second. 

'riie  beautiful  syinljoli^m  ,,t'  the  W'indint. 
Stairs  represents  a  synopsis  of  the  Masonie 
sy-teni    oi    edueation. 

'i'lie  tirst  three  stejjs  [  take  to  mean  a  mere 
rennnder,  such  as  occurs,  ajj^ain  and  a<,'ain. 
throughout  all  the  ceremonies  of  the  Lo.j-i-.  that 
three  part.s.  Body.  Soul  and  Spirit,  constitute  the 
nature  of  Man:  and  they  are  intended  Mniplv  as 
an  mtroduction  or  key  to  the  Kducational  >cale 
which    commences    with    the    flight    of    five    step-. 

The  tir-t  tlipht,  then,  refers  to  the  live  -en-es. 
and  alludes  to  tlie  Kducation  throu.-li  the  Senses. 
su^'^rested  in  a   former  ]  art   of  this   di-cussi<ui. 

'i'he  >econd  tliKht  of  seven  sieps.  referriiij,'  to 
seven  purely  abstract  studie<.  is  -ymliolieal  of 
I'nre  Reason,  and  shows  an  ui)war(i  advance  in 
the  candidate's  intellectual  proj.rrc^., 

I'ut  where  is  the  third  member  of  the  triad  in 
this  ascent,  which  the  tirst  three  >teps.  acordinn 
to   tlie    interpretation   ^iven    above,    ha.-    led    u-    to 


look   for?     T 


0   answer   thi>    we   must   ask   atiotlier 


question.  "Wliat  has  been  the  Lr,,al  or  aim  of  the 
candidate^  durin>r  l,i.s  1,,,^,-  .^„,i  arduous  nil-rim- 
HRe.-"  To  which  (luestion  there  is  only  one 
answer.  -The  Truth."  He  does  not  yet  li'iid  it; 
but  hiuii  up  and  susnended  in  the  (li-it::;;.-;-  !w, 
descries  the  letter  "(V"  a  mere  initial,  a  >r!inimer- 
iiiK'  /)<'^•  that  his  labour  has  n.,t  i^een  in  vam.  and 


tliai  lie  lia-  at  la-t  ^cfii.  faintly  iiKK-cd  and  imlis- 
inu-iiy.  ,111  imiu'atu  >ii  .if  tin-  uliu-ci  i>i  lii>  -•t.-ari'li. 
Ill  ha-  >till  far  \i>  ,14"  lii'  -till  lia~  a  riin_L;h  and 
niL;i;i-d.  i.  uiil  In  travfl:  Imt  hi.-  haitli  is  iH'W 
lii;'.yc<l  i;|)  li\-  lliij)!-.  and  In-  knnw^  i!;;tt  lu'  \sill 
reach  thr  i^nal  if  hr  ci  uitinuf-  true  \>'  lii- 
imr].!  i>i-. 

Tlii-ii-  i>  aiHitlur  a-in'ct  nf  tlu-  W'indinL;  Slair- 
whii'li  ha-  -truck  iiic  a-  hcautiiul  and  wiirthy  cil 
_\i.Kr  ci  in-nlcrat  ii  ill.  It  \\  c  iiiiai^itn.-  a  -iiira!  line 
('ra\>!;  V' 'Uiid  a  '"nicai  h;ll.  it  will  ajiMcar  \i<  he 
like  a  in;!iih(  r  <il  circle-  1  la  ri' iw  m  l;  in  diameter. 
■  •r  i;iai\\inL',  cl'i-er  tn  the  ci'iitre  the  hiiiher  t!u'\' 
ri-e,  till,  at  the  tup.  the  circumference  di-ai>liear- 
in  ihe  cintn.  Si  1  man.  hy  lahmir.  \irtue.  and 
tailli  111  •"md,  nia_\'  .i-ccikI,  -te])  li_\  stei),  in  hi- 
IH'i-re--  thrMii.i^h  hfe.  drawing  in  .irer  and  e\er 
Hearer  to  lliiii.  till  rmallv.  In-  larthlv  i>il.i.;rima,L;e 
M\er,  hi-  hherati'd  -|  int  C'lne-  liefurt-  Hi-  ll(il_\- 
rre-eiuu-,  and  is  h'~i  in  the  l,i,L;ht  ,iiid  Warnitii 
"i  111-  inliiiiti-  I  ntidli'^ence  ami  lli-  ine\han-tih!e 
I.M\e. 

Freemasonry,  the  "Handmaid  of  Religion" 

There  is  piidialdy  mi  -"<-iet\-  in  ihi-  w  nrld 
m-iie  iniliiU'd  with  the  reliL;iMn-  -eii-e  than  the 
hraternity  nf  I'"reeni,i-Mn-.  Oue-tinns  of  Mnralitx' 
and  ktdiLiiiiii  are  freels  and  rt-v  erent]_\-  di-cu~-ed 
h\  ihtin  in  tluir  Lodm-,  .md  lectures  mh  -uhiect- 
ln';i-in,!4"  <'ii  the  Cdiidnrt  <>i  human  life  ari'  li-tened 
t'l  h\  tlu-m  with  an  intere-t  and  iiatienct  which 
-liMW  -  that  the\  .are  .anim.ated  nnt  S(<  much  hy 
iralernal  ciiurle-\'  .t-  liy  ,1  sincere  ile-ire  tor  -elf- 
in pri 'X  enieiit.  X'U"  !-  th.1l  til  he  wiiiiderd  .at 
when  '■'',(■  c.in-ider-  the  riw  (.-reiice  \>.liich  iwery 
niemlier  nl  ilie  Craft  pax-  t<>  the  cerenKUiie-  '>f 
the  l.iidue  and  tn  the  excellent  iiriuciide-  which 
are  aK\a\s  inculcated  therein.  \n  t'xaniin.itii  m, 
tliereti  lie.     mt''     the     i>rinci|de<     lU      h  ri-eniasi  uiry 


uiiu-li  l)riii«  aliMut  tlii>  rfliyi(iu>  iiu-liiiatMii 
aniMiii;  Ma~"'!i~.  wliicli  in\  cximticim-c  a--nr(.-  no 
fxi-t-.   i>.   iii_\    jiiirpM-r  at    tin-    -tai^i'  wf   niy    lcctii,-c. 

Ill  till-  i;r-t  iilacc,  a  holu'l'  in  (mkI  ami  ii.nipir- 
tality  1-  rojuirfil  ni  txiTv  a]  I'lifaiit  im-  a(liiii--i'.n 
int'i  >i  I.imI-i-  That  ;-  !UHT>-ar\-  t'nr  \\\i<  rra-nu-. 
I'ii'-i.  a-  t!ir  iiaiiu-  '•{  (i'mI  i>  mi  i'ri'(|iK-iitly 
in\iikr.l  in  lair  a --(.n.lilu'-.  ami  a-  all  I'ur  crrr- 
iiKinii-  ami  Irrnirc-  ttiid  t"  iniTi--.  ..n  "WV  iriml 
111-  ui.mlcriiil  L;t,\  i-riiimnt  .■!"  tlu-  wmld  and  i.ur 
(U-lHiidi'iua-  ..n  Mini,  tlu-  pia -i-iut  in  i.iir  niid-t 
"1  an  atlii-i-t  win.  u..ii!d  iTrlain'_\-  mn  ->  nipatlii/c 
\Mtli.  It"  !u'  did  in.!  actiiallv  -eft  a!  nir  i)r(  ■Cfcd- 
in,!,^;-.  \',  (luld  i>ri>\c  a  miimit  nt'  di-ri^rd  in  a 
-'ici(t\-  -II  diiKiidcnl  nil  liarimmy  a-  it-  "stron.yt li 
and   -r.iiiH  irt." 

Aiiiitlicf  laa-iiii  inr  rtinnriiii;  ni'  an  apidirant 
a  hrlifl  in  ("md,  i>  that  witimut  -mdi  indirf  he 
Udiild  lack  the  \  crv  I'l  .nndatii  iii  mi  uliicli  the 
lf--"ii-  "1  h'rc  (.•ina-i.nry  ai'r  ha-cd,  and  wmild. 
o  in-ii|m-ntly.  lindin.u  hnn-idi'  .mi  <>\  -ynipatliv 
with  Mur  Ixdici's.  citlur  reaM-  t"  as-nciatc  hiiiiMdt' 
"■ith  tlu-  1- rati-rnit\ ,  nr,  kt-".-]  iiit;  uji  a.  iinininal 
(•' iiiiici-tii  111  with  it.  ]ii-i'  nil  I  ii)i)i.rlniiit_\  nt'  hr 
littliiiLT  tlu-  iiiipi  irtaiiec  uf  diir  work,  and  ni 
(K---i.;^iiatiii.u  Miir  -y  inlifdiral  tL'acliin.L;  a>  piu-nU- 
aiid  muviirthy  nt'  the  -i-riiin>  attciitinii  nt"  anv 
tli'UKhtl'nl  man.  'riiii>  In,-  wnuld  tint  mily  dciur 
mi  laiU'lit  liim-elt".  hut  would  l>r  liki-lv  tn  rn.ito 
nrcjiidicr  a.L;ain-t  u-  m  tlu-  cyi-.-  nt"  t'u-  prn;'-uu-, 
i  hi--  lu-  niii^hi  ho  ahU-  tn  dn  witlmut  xinlaiiiii.;  tlu- 
k-ttt-r   nf    lii>   nhlmatmn. 

Tlu-  prcpavatii.n  inr  and  -yinlmli-m  i<\  t  arh  <il" 
tlu-  thiu-(-  dt-un-i--  ha-,  "i  cnnr-(-.  tlu-  -aim-  -iiiiiif- 
oaiuu-  wht-n  l-ffi-m.-i -miry  i-  di-c-ii--id  I'rnm  the 
tinint  (if  \  i<-w  iii  ii<  lioin._r  am.-iU.ar'.  tn  llt-lu'inn 
a-  It  had  wlii-ii  w  I-  were  di-aliiiL'  witli  it-  I'hiln- 
-nphir;il    and    l-'dncat  imial    -idt--.      \  ^  ,[\    will,   tlu-ro- 


fciii',  iirit  rciiuirc  furtlier  fxi>l;iiiati(»ii  if,  as  I 
I Tdnid.  I  rcl'tT  ti)  tlu-  Dr.^Ti'i'  of  N'aluri',  tlif 
I  )i  yni-  ui  Mind  and  tlu-  Dil^M"  <.•(.■  in  wliicli  Ixali 
the  I'iMuur  art-  unite'd  into  mu-  Dc^rt-c  of 
I  'i-rfcctii  >u. 

r.nt.  liiiiirt-  pn  icuodini;  \(>  discuss  tili^  i  art  nl 
!n_\  -iilijcct  1  iiriiiMi>c-  ti>  di-al  lirictly  witli  >\nrh(d- 
i-ni-  wliii'h  niiu'lit  ln'  cla>sitnMl  nndcT  each  of 
tliii'i-  tlirt-c  Iirad>.  liut  which  it  is  more  con- 
\ci!icnt  to  take-  1)_\'  tlivni-chc^.  a>  tliry  tlir(iW  liM:ht 
on  what  i-  to  fidlow.  And  tlic  t'ii>t  of  those  that 
I  >hall  -i)iak  alioiit  is  tlic  Throe  Knocks  of  tlu- 
landidate  >eekin,<:;  adnii-sion  to  a  T^odi^o  open  on 
an\  hcuree.  'Idle  lirst  knock  refer.-  to  tli'.' 
fundamental  necessity  of  f^riiycr.  The  subject  of 
praxi'r  i>  the'  lirst  lesson  .i^i\en  tlio  V..  A.  on  liis 
entrance  into  the  I.odj^fo:  prayer  i-  taiij^dit  hy 
exami  le.  in  eacli  of  tlie  Deijrees:  and  prayer  was 
tile  last  act  of  11.  .\.  P>.  before  his  traf.;ic  death. 
"\~k  and  ye  shall  receive"  is  the  interpretation 
of  the  iir^t  knock,  and  that  conunand.  with  its 
.y:racious  proniisi'.  is.  further,  beautiftilly  synibid- 
i/ed  on  the  Traciiii!:  I'.oard  of  the  1'"..  A.  The 
>.tor\  of  Jacob*-  dream  is  familiar  to  you  all  and 
need  not  he  told  here.  P.ut  1  shall  k'vo  you  what 
s(.em-  to  he  the  Ma-oiiic  siji;niticance  ot  it.  The 
.isi-endiii'-:  ,nij.;els  bear  to  heaven  the  pra\ers  and 
jxtitions  of  men.  an:l  the  do-ceii(linj.r  anyel-  brin^ 
back  the  answers  from  flod  in  the  torm  of 
bounlios  and  blessings. 

Tile  -ecoiid  knock,  we  are  told,  nutans  "Seek, 
and  ye  sh.all  find."  Here  is  a  direct  injunction 
to  -earch  for  Truili.  That  -earch  is  tlie  jiara- 
n  ount  duty  of  e\ery  freeina-on;  in  fact  it  is  the 
sole  (diject  of  all  the  toachini:;.-  of  i'reonia-' uiry. 
That  beautiful  ari.t  which  has  just  been  suiiLr  !.■; 
tile  !>:it!ietic  crv  '.'t  the  b.u.man  lioa.rt  vea.riijiiiT  tiir 
the  Truth.  "Oh  I  that  I  knew  where  I  miKht  Utn\ 
Him.      that      1      ir.i,L;ht      ciuno     before      His      holy 


prt'seiice."  Tlie  answer  sootho  tlio  luart. 
l)anislu-s  (k'Sixmdency,  and  >tiinulatc>  to  aitimi — 
"If  with  all  yiuir  hearts  yc  truly  seek  lliiii,  ye 
shall  ever  surely  tind   liini." 

"Knock   and   it   shall  be   opened   to   you." 

If  with  all  your  hearts  you  prayerfully  and 
truly  seek  Him,  your  admittance  into  the  (irand 
Lodjje  .\l)')ve  will  not  be  denied.  Your  search 
will  then  be  rewarded;  you  will  find  the  Lost 
Word;  in  (iod's  holy  pre>ence  you  will  discover 
the  Truth. 

Sacrifice,  of  which  the  altar  is  a  symbol,  i.-. 
also  one  of  the  requisite>  of  Freema>onry.  .Ml 
that  a  Mason  has — property,  even  life — must  be 
uiven  u])  for  the  "protection  of  innocence  and 
virtue,   and   for  the   defence   of  Truth." 

The  symbolism  of  the  Sun  is  perhaps  the  most 
important  vehicle  for  the  conveyance  to  our 
minds  of  Divine  Truth.  The  Sun  is  the  pattern 
for  the  imitation  of  the  \V.  M..  bccau-e  it  is 
symbolical  of  certain  attributes  of  the  Deity — 
Love  and  Intelligence,  Order  and  Harmony.  The 
warmth  of  the  Sun  is  emblematical  of  Love,  and 
his  lipht  of  Intelligence  oi  Mind.  The  three 
Lesser  Lights  are  said  to  represent  the  Sun. 
Moon  and  \V.  M.  The  Sun  symbolizes  the  attri- 
butes of  God,  Love  and  Intelligence.  The  Moon, 
which  reflects  the  light,  but  not  the  warmth,  of 
the  Sun — Intelligence.  The  W  .  M.. — Man,  the 
most  perfect   of  His    works. 

The  Sun  also  represents  the  Immanence  of 
God.  Its  warmth  pervades  the  Earth  and  is 
necessary  not  only  for  the  comfort,  but  also  for 
the  life,  of  all  rtrsranic  creatures.  In  like  tii.'inntr 
God  is  everywhere.  In  the  beautiful  words  of 
Mrs.    Browning: 


"I'.artli   is  cr.'iiiimfd   with    HiMVin 
And    cvt-ry    hiisli     lud    tree- 
\liri-   with   ('.(1(1.      I'.ut   only   li" 
\\  liii   scr^   takes  (iff  hi>  -hoos.  " 

Hi-  hivc  i--  iinfailiiiK'  even  tn  tlu'  lnwi-st  oi ■^,Mtli-Ill 
I  lias  iiiadf;  and  His  int(.-lli^(_'nce  i^^  inanil'c>tc(l 
HI  all  till'  works  of  lli^  lian(l>.  and  act_>  in  the 
Idrniati'in  of  a  frost  crystal  as  certainly  and  a- 
l)eaiitiftilly  a-^  in  the  f^rowth  nf  a  Made  of  k'ras-. 
■"i'his  deity,"  ((notes  Taj^^ore  from  the  ri)anishad. 
"who  i~  nianifi'^tinj.^  himself  in  the  activities  of 
the  nni\er>e,  always  dwells  in  the  heart  of  man 
a^  till'  >ni)reme  >oid.  Those  who  realize  ilini 
thron^di  the  immediate  j  ercejitioii  of  the  heart 
attain  immortality." 

(  )ne  Word  more  ahont  Snn  symlxdism.  The 
(loint  within  the  circle  is  the  astronomical 
symbol  of  the  Sun.  The  Sun  is  rejiresented  hy 
the  central  jioint.  the  circumference  reiireseiits 
his  rays.  The  com])asses  is  the  instrument  u^i^'d 
for  descrihin.tr  circle-,  the  pivotal  point  re])resent- 
iiiK  the  central  Sun,  and  the  other  i)oint  Li)j;ht. 
Thus,  in  the  I'.  C.  dej^^ree,  when  one  point  has 
been  elevated  above  the  xpiare.  the  meanini; 
seems  to  be  that  a  certain  mea>ure  of  intellectual 
and  moral  lii,dit  has  been  vouchsafed  ti>  the  can- 
didate. I'lUt  when  the  pivotal  point  i-  also 
1  laced  above  the  S(iuare,  he  has  received  the 
pure  liyht  and  warmth  of  Masonry — all  the 
knowledge  of  the  Truth  that  "it  is  possible  for 
him    to   obtain    in   a   Lodjj^e   of   M.    M's." 

I'.ut  the  mo-t  important  assistance  which  I'ree- 
ma.-onry  lend-  to  Religion  i.-  win  n  it  teaches 
the  Craftsman  that  the  existence  of  God  can  be 
deduced   from    His    work-. 

.\n(i,  iirst.  1-rccinasoiiry  shi.v.s  that  Liini  is 
iiiiviifcstcd  iu  .\'(ituri\  which  is  His  creation. 
"The    Heavens  declare  the   dlorv  of   God  and  the 


Earth  shnwetli  fortli  lli^  li.iTidiwork."  The  works 
of  (dir  greatest  jxnM^  are  lull  of  this  theme.  Xay, 
even  savaijes,  in  tluir  own  ru(h'  way.  :-ee  a  j^od 
ill  every  nianifesiation  if  nature.  It  i-  not 
wonderful,  therefore,  that  I'Veeniasoiiry  should 
>ay  that  ■conteniplatiii!.;  these  objects"'  (of 
nature)"  we  are  led  to  view  with  reverence  and 
admiration  the  wonderful  works  of  Creation,  and 
adore  their  Divine  Creator."  .\11  religions  and 
most  i)hilosoi)hie>  aj^'ree  in  the  necessity  of  a 
I'irst  Cause,  or  God.  I""rcema^onry  teaches  us  to 
>tudy  Nature,  to  admire  its  beauties,  ta  compre- 
hend its  wonderful  harmony,  to  appreciate  the 
marvellous  adaptation  of  every  created  thiiifi  to 
its  environment  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
created,  and  reverently  to  worship  the  Maker 
and  Creator  of  all  thinjf^. 

Thus,  and  far  too  briefly.  I  have  laid  before 
you  the  argument  which  deduces  the  Cause  from 
the  KfFect  in  the  material  world.  By  our  objec- 
tive consciousness  we  try  tr)  trace  the  Piiinc  in 
Xatitrc.  P)Ut  there  is  a  hij^hcr  consciousness — the 
subjective — which  deals  with  the  Mind,  and 
which  traces  the  Diriiic  in  Man.  This  part  o\  iny 
subject  mi.yht  also  be  presented  to  you  under  the 
headinjj::  "God  as  contf^rchcndcd  by  the  indnidual 
iniud." 

".Are  the  intellijj;ence  of  God  and  the  intelli- 
Rencc  of  man  of  the  same  character?  Intellijience 
itself  seems  to  constrain  us  to  answer  this 
question  in  the  affirmative.  To  su])posc  that  the 
supreme  intellij.?ence  has  nothing  whatever  in 
common  with  the  human  intellisj:ence.  is  to  sup- 
pose that  one  of  them  is  an  intelligence,  and  that 
the  other  is  no  intellisence  at  all.  It  is  to 
diss(dve  the  very  ground  on  which  we  conceive 
both  u\  iliein  as  intelligences.  This  truth,  then, 
in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  human  mind, 
and  of  ail  minds,  seems  to  be  a  necessary  axiom 


of  reason.  In  all  iiitcUiKeiice  there  is  an  essential 
unity  of  kind,  however  >niall  the  point  of  uinty 
may  he.  .  .  .  This  unity  constitutes  the  very 
l)i)ii(K  and  tlie  only  hond,  between  the  Creator 
and  the  creature.  Deny  this  connection  between 
the  divine  and  lunnan  reason,  and  you  destroy 
the  very  possibility  of  religion."  The  preceding; 
>entenv(^,  taken  from  the  philosophical  work-i  of 
i'rofes^or  l'*errier.  are,  in  short,  the  summary  of 
liis  ariiuinent  for  the  connection  between  all 
I'inite  minds  and  the  infinite  mind  of  the  Creator. 
Tlie  mind  of  Man,  who,  compared  with  the  re>t 
of  Creation,  is  physically  insiKuificant,  is  the  most 
wonderful  phenomenon  that  exists  in  ihe 
I  ni verse.  It  traces  the  paths  of  comets  and 
planets,  and  predicts  their  appearance  at  any 
position  in  the  sky  to  a  fraction  of  a  second;  it 
calculates  the  distances  from  the  Earth  and  from 
each  other  of  the  most  remote  fixed  stars;  it 
even  can  tell  their  weights,  specific  gravity,  and 
tlie  constitution  of  the  solid  and  gaseous  matters 
of  which  they  are  composed.  It  harnesses  the 
lightning  and  the  cataract  and  forces  them  into 
the  peaceful  service  of  humanity.  No  object  is 
too  minute  or  too  immense  for  its  comprehen- 
sion. .\nd  its  steady  and  daring  progress  in  the 
past  from  one  pinnacle  of  knowledge  to  another 
makes  the  forecast  of  its  further  and  greater 
triumphs   logical   and   certain. 

Tlie  achievctiients  of  the  human  mind  are 
not  confined,  however,  to  the  discoveries  of 
scientific  truth.  Too  great  homage  cannot  be 
l)aid  to  the  mighty  minds  of  the  men  to  whom 
such  triumphs  are  due.  But  the  unveiling  of  the 
workings  of  the  soul  by  poets,  philosophers  and 
otlur  iiUTi  of  letters  is  further  and  even  greater 
testimony  to  the  majesty  of  the  human  intellect. 
Well   might  the   great  world-poet  exclaim: 


"What  a  pifCf  of  work  is  a  man!  Ilnw  tiohlc 
in  rfa.soiil  how  intiiiitc  in  faculty!  in  lorni  and 
in'(Vinjr  li(i\v  fxprt'ss  and  adniiraMc!  in  artii'ii 
liou  like  an  aiij^'cl!  in  apprrlu-n^ion  Imw  likt-  a 
Kod!" 

Man,  fiidoufd  uitli  iTU-ntal  facnltii'^  uhuii 
t'nal)k'  liini  to  coniprt-hend  tlic  laws  by  which  tiu- 
I'lnvirsc  is  KDVi-rnc'd  and  the  harmony  of 
Creation,  cannot  fail,  by  comparison  with  the 
processes  of  his  own  mind,  to  believe  that  the 
natural  objects  whose  secrets  it  has  been  able  to 
discover,  are  ^Joverned  and  rcKuiated  by  a  mind 
similar  in  nature  to  his  own,  and  only  difTerin^? 
in  decree.  He  perceives  that  other  human  minds 
are  like  his  own.  and  that  mind  is  an  indissoluble 
bond  of  union  between  man  and  God.  Words- 
worth, in  "Tintern  Abbey,"  not  only  brings  out 
the  thouj?ht  of  union  between  Hod  and  Man,  but 
also  emphasizes  the  bond  f)f  union  between 
Nature  and  God.  which  I  have  already  discussed. 
Man,  he  says,  lias: 

".\    sense   sublime 
Of  something-  far  more  deeply  interfused 
Whose  dwelliuR-  is  the  light  of  setting  suns. 
And  the  round  ocean,  and  the  living  air. 
And  the  blue  sky,  and  the  mind  of  man, — 
A  motion  and  a  spirit  that  impels 
.Ml  thinking  things,  all  objects  of  all  thought. 
And  rolls  through  all  things." 

God  is  thus  revealed  in  Nature,  and  God  is 
thus  revealed  in  Man.  But  tht'-e  is  another 
revelation  recognized  by  Freemasonry  in  every 
Degree — namely,  the  V.  O.  T.  S.  L. — "the  in- 
estimable gift  oi  God  to  Man  as  a  guide  to  his 
d.'iily  faith  and  practice."  The  religion  of  a 
Freemason  is  left  to  his  own  conscience.  l)ut  the 
sacred  writiiiss  are  aiways  operi  in  Ins  i!id;>i-.  a 
silent,  but  eloquent,  witness  that  Freem.tsonry 
is    not   only   not   indifferent    to   religion,    but   that 


'Ill'  ixpfits  I'vtTN  eraftsin.in  ti>  hi-  a  rili^i'>iis 
mail.  Ill  tact,  slir  iiuiitii)iis  tlie  "irrL'liKi"iis 
lilnTtiiu"  a>  a  man  uln>  lias  tin  ri^'lit  to  llir 
pn\  ilc'^^i  >   111'   tlu-   C'ral't. 

T',u-.i'  arc  smiu',  only,  "i  tlu'  many  arKniiu-nt> 
uliuli  i>ii.\f  ]•  I  ci'masoiiry  t^  \<v  tlic  ilaiKlmaid 
n|  Urli^MMii.  t'duld  any  niistrts-^  \iv  hi-tttr 
scr\  I'd? 

Immortality 

W'f  lia\  I'  ).^i\i-n  innch  time  to  the  contempla- 
tion III'  tlie  le^Non-  of  the  South  ami  West.  lia\e 
wi'  no  iiu-^aKe  from  tile  North?  Ye.s,  indeetll 
Tlie  i>Iaee  of  darkne-.s  i>  a  region  not  to  he 
afraid  of,  Imt  rather  to  Ix-  regarded  with  affection 
and  Kf-'titiule.  I'or  it  is  the  place  of  "sleep  and 
iii>  l)rother.   death." 

"Xou  l)le>siii,L;->  liglit  on  liim  who  first  in- 
vented sleei  I"  says  Sanchu  I'an/a  in  Don 
<Jui.\ote,  "It  covers  a  man  ail  over,  thcuiKlits  and 
ail,  like  a  cloak:  it  i.^  meat  for  the  luin.i;ry.  heat 
for  the  cold,  and  cold  for  the  iiot.  It  is  the 
current  coin  that  ]>urchase>  all  the  plea.'-ures  of 
ilu'  world  ciieai).  and  the  halance  that  ^ets  the 
kin,i,r  and  tiie  shei)iier(l,  tiie  fool  and  the  wise 
man,   e\i-n. " 

\\  liat  lietter  eulogy  could  he  written  on  Sleep 
tii.in  tliat?  It  is  ri^litly  a>soci.'ited  with  refresh- 
ment in  tiie  first  divi.-ion  of  the  twenty-four- 
iiicii    ("ian,L;e. 

i'.ul.  Mime  one  may  say.  "Sleep  is  a  hlessinj:r. 
i  14 rant  \  mi,  but  iiow  aliout  r)eath?  After  -leep 
come-'  uakiiii:::  hut  Death  means  the  le;tvinti  all 
liiat  is  near  and  dear  to  men.  and  the  >e\erinH 
of  every  tie  which  hinds  them  to  earth.  Death 
is  tiie  end."  Is  it?  If  it  is.  then  is  the  tcachintj 
o!  hreem^isonrv  \'am'.  x'tini  is  the  teaclinii/  of 
i\eli,yion.  I'.iit  we  Freemasons  are  tanpht  that 
Death    is    not    tiie    end.      Thou.ijh    all    things    are 


(lark,  aii<l  tlu'  kiu'll  <>l  lou -t\vfl\  i-  i-.  SDinulin^;  in 
"ur  cars.  tlKni^'li  "ur  lirntlu-rN  maiiL,'If<l  Imdy  is 
l>iiivr  ctivi-rid  uiily  liy  tlie  rul)l)i~li  I'i  tlic  tcmpK-; 
tliiiiij,di  "ur  Ici\in^j  liaiuN  ri-nnivc  liiiii  tmrn  ;1h- 
Kra\f  wlicn-  lu-  was  "iiKk-i  riitly  intirnd,"  ami 
the  i'\iih'iuH'  III"  (Uir  imstril-  K'^vs  tinim>takalik' 
c\  kUiuc  III  i)liN  sical  (li>Milutiiiii,  u  i'  know  tiiat 
all  is  will  with  liim.  Inr  tin-  C.  A.  ( ).  T.  l'.  lias 
taken  bun  liy  tlu'  hand,  and  raisi'd  hiin  tn  take 
his  ])!ai'f  in  anutlu'r  lodiie — a  real  ludjic  of 
I'tTt'fction  —  wluro  In-  i>  -iirroundud  l>y  the  dt-ar 
oni's  \sho  lia\f  pn-ciMk-d  liini  ilu-rr.  and  \\liorc 
he  awaits  the  arrival  of  those  whom  he  dearly 
loved  and  by  whom  he  was  dearly  loved,  with 
perfect  conlidence.  for  he  knows  the  'rrntb.  lie 
has   fonnd   the    Master   Mason's   Word. 

Tluis,  my  brethren,  1  conclude  tlio  task,  by 
your  courtesy  entrusted  to  me,  and  by  me  am- 
bitiously entitled  the  "I'l.in  of  I*reemas<niry."  I 
have  been  compelled,  owinj.,'  to  the  exigencies  of 
a  sliort  lecture,  to  omit  many  matters  of  import- 
ance ;ind  interest.  1  ha\e  collected  i)roofs  of  my 
statements,  from  our  synilxilism,  but  I  am  forced 
to  leave  them  out,  first  from  w.int  of  time,  and. 
secoiull\-,  because  their  insertion  wrmld  lia\e 
interfered  with  the  more  or  less  consecutive 
thoU),dits  wliich  I  have  tried  to  exi)ress.  I  have 
also  refrained  from  mentioning?  the  (ddii^atioii-, 
not  from  disrespect  for  them,  but  because  they 
have  been,  already,  so  ablv  dealt  with,  before  this 
Club,  by  R.  \V.  P.ro.  \Vm.  liurns.  Wh.it  1  h;.ve 
said  to  you  is,  I  am  painfully  conscious,  un- 
worthy of  the  importance  of  the  subject.  But  I 
h.ive  done  my  best  under  discouraging  condi- 
tions, and  I  shall  he  content  if  anything;  1  liave 
laid  before  you  has  struck  a  res]H>nsi\e  chord 
in  your  hearts:  or  if  it  should  lead  any  of  you  to 
form  a  loftier  idea  of  the  "diynity  and  hi^di 
importance"  of  our   beloved    Craft. 
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